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Interception capability in an evergreen broad-leaved forest
of Ailaoshan, Yunnan Province
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Abstract: An experiment was conducted in the evergreen broad-leaved forest (the primitive tree species
were Castanopsis wattii and Lithocarpus xylocarpus) of Ailaoshan, Yunnan Province to evaluate its water
interception capability and accumulate basic data for forest hydrology. A total of 144 precipitation events
from May 2005 to May 2006 were monitored, and a correlation analysis was used to determine the redistri-
bution and interception effects of the tree canopy on precipitation. The total of 1 707.8 mm of precipitation,
consisted of throughfall, 1 421.8 mm (83.3%); stemflow, 15.4 mm (0.9%); and canopy interception,
270.6 mm (15.8%). However, throughfall and stemflow could only be recorded when precipitation was over
3.7mm. A “funnel” shaped canopy structure and duration of rainfall sometimes caused recorded rainfall to
be greater than real precipitation; meanwhile a low stemflow of tree with greater diameter at breast height
and crowns sometimes resulted from large branch angles and lots of epigrowth. Total throughfall, stemflow,
and canopy interception were positively correlated (P 0.01) with precipitation, whereas the canopy inter-
ception rate was negatively correlated (P 0.01) with precipitation. Thus, precipitation and forest structure
mainly determined interception capability. [Ch, 3 fig. 3 tab. 20 ref/]
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Figure 1 Distribution of precipitation in rainfall class Figure 2 The characteristics of monthly rainfall on Ailaoshan
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Table 1 The compare of two methods about throughfall measure
/mm 1% /mm 95% /mm 1%
71 14218 +84.4 83.3 5.9 26.7 1368.4 14752 3.8
78 1 651.0 + 200.1 96.7 12.1 81.7 14876 18144 9.9
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Table 2 Partition of gross rainfall for different rainfall events
/mm 1%
/mm /mm 1% /mm 1% /mm 1%
p 37 53 36.8 2.6 0 0 0 0 2.6 100
3.7< P 100 33 22.9 7.2 6.4 88.9 0.1 14 0.7 9.7
100 P 200 32 22.2 14.7 11.9 81.0 0.1 0.7 2.7 18.3
20.0< P 300 10 6.9 24.2 20.0 82.6 0.2 0.8 4.0 16.6
30.0< P 40.0 9 6.3 34.2 29.3 85.7 0.3 1.0 4.6 13.3
P 40.0 7 49 57.2 51.8 90.6 0.6 1.0 4.8 8.4
15.4 mm, 3
0.9% Table 3 The characteristics of the trees for stemflow
, : S=0.01P,, + 0.01, fom o
R*=0.70(P  0.01), n=62 1 48.7 59.2 394.2
3 : 2 40.1 53.1 246.6
1 8 3 40.4 424 4279
, 4 17.2 28.8 90.8
S =4350e*, R>=0.73(P 0.01), n=16 5 226 32,0 86.9
D 6 255 26.5 305.3
, : S= 7 49.7 1315 773.1
9.51A- 4096, R2=0.75 (P  0.01), n=16 8 411 592 9267
A 9 66.2 123.8 12157
2.4 10 37.6 29.7 148.5
11 414 46.0 447.9
12 10.5 10.9 94.7
270.6 mm  15.8%
13 20.7 216 85.8
, 3.7 mm
14 29.9 30.2 396.6
, 100%,
15 56.1 117.1 14238
10 mm -, 16 376 75.9 721.7
! ' Schima noronhae, Manglietia insignis,
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Castanopsis wattii
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