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THE -PERSPECTIVE OF ESTABLISHING NATURAL PROTECTED
AREAS IN XISHUANGBANNA, YUNNAN PROVINCE

Wang Xian-pu
(Institute of Botany, Academia Sinica)

Zhang Jian-hou

(Yunnan Institute of Tropical Botany, Academia Sinica)

The forests of Xishuangbanna, in the extreme south of Yunnan Province are, with
those of Hainan island, the only viable stands of tropical forest left in China. Their
importance is underscored by the fact that, Xishuangbanna is home to important con-
centration of elephant and tiger and, until recently, to the Sumatran rhino. In 1980
related authorities designated a total protected area of 160,000 ha for the protection
of forests and associated animal species unique to this area., There are four reserves
as indicated in the map. Among them Mengla reserve should be regarded as scientific
protected area; Menglun reserve must be established according to the need of national
park; Mengyang reserve and Mengkao reserve belong to the type of managed protected
area. There is the need for modern concepts of management planning for sustainable
development. The reserves also kave substantial populations of indigemous minorities
living within them and making use of the forest resources. Thus forest conservation
may be combined with the delicate handling of indigenous rights to ensure that con-
servation can go hand in hand with respect for cultural continuity and an increase in

the standard of living of the affected populations.



