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A FAST—GROWING TIMBER TREE—
DRACONTOMELON MACROCARPUM H, L, LI

Zou Shouwging and Chen Meilin

(Yunnan Institute of Tropical Botany, Academia Sjnjca)

Abstract

Dracontomelon macrocarpum H. L. Li is a rare tree species belonging to the Ana-
cardiaceae and endemic in Xishuangbanna Djstrict of Yunnan. It grows fast and
produces good timber. Its seeds are eatable, the oil content of which exceeds 9%,

This paper deals with jts morphological features, ecological habits and characteristics,
regularity of growth, wood structure, physical and mechanjcal properties and uses of
the wood.

It grows most fast during its first five years and the annual increment js about
1-2 meters per year in heijght and 2-6 centimetre in diameter, It grows into lumbering
age in about 20 years and the stocking can reach 310 cubic meters per hectare, with
a mean increment of 14,9 cubic meters per hectare each year. It is a diffuse porous
wood, air-dry density being 0,648g/cm?®, bending strength 957kg-f/cm? and compressjve
strength parallel to the grain 477kg.f/cm®. The heartwood is vejned, similar to the
wood of walnut jn figure and colour, and can be used as a good materjal for making

fancy veneer for furnjture and inner house decoratjons.
1t is difficult for the seed to germjnate, so characteristics of the seed and mea-
sures to promote jts germjnation have been studjed. The methods for raising seedlings

.and planting trecs have also becen deseribed.
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