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Local Dai people’ s attitude towards biodiversity conservation in Xishuangbanna

LIU Guangyu' > CHEN Jin'
( 1. Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden Chinese Academy of Science Mengla 666303 China;
2. Graduate University of Chinese Academy of Science Beijing 100049 China)

Abstract: Xishuangbanna locats at the margin of tropical area is a biodiversity — culture hotspot. With the
Scio — economical development in the last 30 years most of original tropical forest was cleared for rubber planta—
tions which threaten the biodiversity conservation. Local people’s support should play an important role in con—
servation but is neglected for a long time. To understand the local’ s knowledge perception attitudes responsibil—
ity and motive toward tropical rainforest biodiversity conservation 317 Dai households form 17 villages in 2010
were surveyed. The result indicated that Dai people still have an abundant of knowledge about rainforest plants
but the naming plants ability were decreasing slightly with the forest loss. They recognized that forest decreased
sharply also the wild animals and plants and Dai emotionally prefer rainforest to rubber plantation. They thought
conservation is the government’ s duty some of them thought that they have no responsibility individually but
welcome their children to learn the environmental protection knowledge. Though the environmental pressure of wa—
ter shortage increased many people said they still want to grow more rubber.

Key words: biodiversity conservation attitude; environment education; Dai people; tropical rainforest
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Abstract: Sprouting is a common phenomenon for Karst plants and this may closely relate to the site condi-
tion. Three 100 m parallel transects were established along a top — down Karst hill slope in semi — humid ever—
green broad — leaved forest in Shilin County in Yunnan Province. The sprouting characteristics of the plants( di—
ameter at breast height or basal diameter =3 c¢m) were surveyed on a 10 m x 10 m quadrat base. Regression anal—
ysis was used to analyze the relationship between the sprouting characteristic of plant and the distance of the plots
to the hilltop on the slope( DTH) . Results showed the number of all the sprouts the average sprouts number of
the sprouters and the average sprouts number of the stools decreased with increasing DTH. In contrast the average
of plant height increased with increasing distance from the hilltop. There were no significant relationships between
the sprouting rate of stools the average DBH of the stools and distance from the hilltop. So we can conclude that
taller plants and less sprouting will be found with increasing DTH and shorter plants and more sprouting with de—
creasing DTH on the Karst hill slope.

Key words: semi — humid evergreen broad — leaved forest; sprouting; Karst hill



