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Abstract A food pigment was obtained from Gardenia sootepensis (Rubiaceae) collected in

" Xishuabanna of the Yunnan province, a Plant endemic to china. this pigment was named as
‘ T "Gardenin yellow”. The yields of G. sootepensis 2-5Kg dry flower / plant /' Yr. The extracting rate
b of "Gardenin yellow” were 25-30% for dry flower. The pigmeng possesses a good perfume and a

strong ability of colouring .E{Eﬁ=9532(400nm ). The principal pigment constituents are crocetin and

7,4 -dihydroxy—flavone.

The results of solubility, colour reaction, stability and safety tests showde that "Gardenin
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yellaw” could be used as desirable material to produce beverage, wine, rice food , pastry and candied

fruit et al.

The general "Gardenia pigment” was obtained from fruits of G. jasminoides with white flower
and no perfume.

Key words natural edible vegetable pigment; ”gardenin yellow”pigment; opical density; food

additive.
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Fig.1 Absorption spectrun of PH effection on Gardenin yellow
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Fig.3 Absorption spectrum of AlCl,; and Gardenin yellow
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Fig.4 Absorption spectrum when Gardenin yillow Heated
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