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Some Problems in References on Floristic Studies in China

7HU Hua
( Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Chinese Academy ¢ Sciences, Kunming 650223, China)

Abstract: Regional floras in China have been bwadly studied since Z. Y. Wu documented distribution types of Chinese
seed plants at generic level. A huge number of papers on regional floras have been published. Two man misuses on data
analysis were recognized from some articles of the floristic studies: 1 Distribution types at specific level were obtaned by di
rectly copying the generic area-types that species belong to; 2 Floristic affinities were concluded by the similarities of com-
position of areattypes of compared regional floras. Here we clarify that areattype of a genus is defined by concluding dis-
tributions of all species in the genus, therefore specific distribution types are not the same as their generic areal types ex-
cept monotypic genera. Similarities of composition of areat types between compared regional floras do not necessarily repre-
sent their floristic similarties because the same generic areal type can be composed by different genera from different plant
families. Floristic affinity could be concluded by resemblance coefficierts of species, genera and families, especially those
of endemic ones common to these regbns, between the compared regional floras.
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