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A study on the Community Beekeeping in the Nabanhe
Watershed National Nature Reserve, Yunnan
Pu Wen-cai!, Li Zheng-ling? and Wu Zhao-1u?

(1. Management Administration of Nabanhe Watershed National Nature Reserve, Jinghong 666100 Yunnan,
China; 2. Kunming Division, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Chinese Academy of Sciences, Kunming
666303 Yunnan,China)

Abstract:The detail field survey was implemented to study the community beekeeping during 2006. The results
indicated that 1281 bee swarms were kept in all the 31 communities by the 38% of farmer families as traditional
custom and that the proportion of beekeeping family differed from elevation and ethnic groups. Most of the 5 877
kg honey produced annually were consumed by the farmers. It was also found that 11 species of honeybee
including Apis and Trigona in the Xishuangbanna region were kept in the study area and that the indigenous
people had rich knowledge on the honeybee taxonomy, distribution and daily keeping. Due to 92% of the honey
bee found in the Xishuangbanna region were kept in the study area, 1.4% of the Xishuangbanna region in area,
the authors highlighted the importance of the community beekeeping for species conservation and argued to
promote the community beekeeping practice.
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Apis 3.5 Trigona [4.5]

A. zorea T. vidua

A.andrenlformis T. thoracica

A. dorsata T. canifrons

A. laboriosa T. ventralis

A. cerana T. smithii
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