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A Discussion to Methods Used in Studies on Floristic
Affinities between Regional Floras in China

ZHU Hua

(Xishuangbanna Tr@ical Botanical Garden, The Chinese A cademy of Sciences, Kunming 650223, China)

Abstract: The distribution types of Chinese seed plants at generic level were documented by Z.Y.
Wu and 15 areal-types were recognised. Following Wu’s documentation, areal-types of regional
floras from China have been broadly studied. A recent paper suggests a method, which defined
floristic affinities by the similarities of composition of areal-types of compared regional floras.
This method could not be accepted for defining floristic affinities between regional floras because
the similarities of composition of areal-types do not necessarily correspond to floristic similarities.
The same generic areal-type can be composed by different genera from different plant families.
Similarities of composition of areal-types between compared regional floras do not necessarily rep—
resent their floristic similarities. Floristic affinity could be defined by resemblance coefficients of
species, genera and families, especially those of endemic ones common to these regions, between
the compared regional floras.
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[3] ( )
( Bauhinia) ( ) (Ardisia) (
) (Begonia) ( ) ,
(Bulbop hyllum) ( ) (Callicarpa) ( ,
) (Capparis) ( ) ( Celtis) )
( ) (Chloranthus) ( )
(Cissus) ( ) (Cleidion) ( ,
) (Dioscorea) ( ) (Diospyros) ,
( ) (Elaeocarp us) ( )
(Ewonymus) ( ) ( Ficus) ( ) ; ,
( Floscop a) ( ) (Gnetum) ,
( ) (H edyotis) ( )
(H omalium) ( ) (Ilex) ( ) , ,
( Jasminum) ( )
( Merremia) ( ) (Piper) ( ) ,
(Salacia) ( ) (Scleria) ,
( ) (Smilax) ( ) ,
(T acca) ( ) (Symplocos) ( )
, () :
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