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The present work is part of a continuing study to revise the old names in Musa and aims to clarify the taxonomy in the
sections Rhodoclamys and Callimusa. Lectotypes are designated here for Musa sect. Callimusa and M. sect. Rhodochlamys.
These sections were first erected without the indication of a type species.

Various botanists have classified wild bananas into various
sections or subgenera. Linnaeus, in ‘Species Plantarum’
(1753), was the first to apply the binomial nomenclature to
bananas. He then established the modern botanical nomen-
clature. Sagot (1887) and Baker (1893) recognized three
subgenera in the genus Musa: M. subgen. Physocaulis, M.
subgen. Eumusa and M. subgen. Rhodochlamys. Cheesman
(1947) developed a clear and coherent classification system
for the genus. His original grouping of the species in the genus
Musa into four sections proved to be very useful and it has,
therefore, been widely accepted. However, he stated that ‘‘the
groups have deliberately been called sections rather than
subgenera in an attempt to avoid the implication that they are
of equal rank’’. He further pointed out that this work ‘‘may
stimulate investigation of a genus that is difficult to collect
and study, but sufficiently interesting and important in both
economic and its more strictly botanical aspects to repay the
investigators’’. In Cheesman’s classification the genus was
divided into four sections: Australimusa with a chromosome
number of 2n�20, Callimusa 2n�20, Musa (Eumusa)
2n�22 and Rhodochlamys 2n�22 (Cheesman 1947, 1948a,
1948b, 1949a, 1949b, 1950a, 1950b, Shepherd 1959, 1999,
Champion 1967, Simmonds and Weatherup 1990, Häkki-
nen and Sharrock 2002, Häkkinen 2004a, 2005b, 2007,
Häkkinen et al. 2007, Häkkinen and Väre 2008c). Argent
(1976) added one more section Ingentimusa 2n�14,
comprised of the single species Musa ingens Simmonds.
However, Cheesman have not typified the sections Callimusa
and Rhodochlamys in his taxonomic works. These sectional
names are formally typified here.

Musa sect. Callimusa Cheesman
(1947, p. 112)

Lectotype (designated here): Musa coccinea Andrews (1797,
plate 47).

The species of Musa sect. Callimusa occur on the Asian
continent from southern China to northern Vietnam,
Peninsular Malaysia, Sumatra and Borneo. This section
consists of 22 species viz M. azizii Häkkinen (2005a),
M. barioensis Häkkinen (2006a), M. bauensis Häkkinen
and Meekiong (2005a), M. beccarii N. W. Simmonds
(Simmonds 1960, Häkkinen et al. 2005), M. borneensis
Becc. (Beccari 1902, Häkkinen and Meekiong 2005b),
M. campestris Becc. (Beccari 1902, Häkkinen 2003b,
2004a, 2004b), M. coccinea Andrews (1797), M. exotica
Valmayor (2001), M. gracilis Holttum (Cheesman 1950a),
M. hirta Becc. (Beccari 1902, Häkkinen 2004b),
M. lawitiensis Nasution & Supard. (Nasution and Supar-
diyono 1998, Häkkinen 2006b), M. lokok Geri and Ng
(2005), M. lutea Valmayor et al. (2004), M. monticola Argent
(2000), M. muluensis M. Hotta (1967), M. paracoccinea A. Z.
Liu et al. (2002), M. sakaiana Meekiong et al. (2005),
M. salaccensis Zoll. ex Backer (1924), M. tuberculata
M. Hotta (1967), M. violascens Ridl. (1893), M. viridis
Valmayor et al. (2004) and M. voonii Häkkinen (2004a).

Musa sect. Rhodoclamys (Baker) Cheesman
(1947, p. 110)

Basionym: Musa subg. Rhodochlamys Baker (1893, p. 205).
Lectotype (designated here): Musa ornata Roxb. (1824,
p. 488).

The species of Musa sect. Rhodochlamys occur on the Asian
continent from Tibet to Cambodia including western
Yunnan. This section consists of 12 species viz Musa
aurantiaca Baker (Baker 1893, Häkkinen and Väre
2008a), Musa chunii Häkkinen (2009), Musa dasycarpa
Kurz (Kurz 1867, Häkkinen and Väre 2008b), Musa
laterita Cheesman (Cheesman 1949b, Häkkinen 2001),
Musa mannii Baker (Baker 1892, Hooker 1893, Häkkinen

Nordic Journal of Botany 27: 207�209, 2009

doi: 10.1111/j.1756-1051.2009.00441.x,

# The Authors. Journal compilation # Nordic Journal of Botany 2009

Subject Editor: Alexander Sennikov. Accepted 10 February 2009

207



2007), Musa ornata Roxb. (Roxburgh 1824, Häkkinen and
Väre 2008c), Musa rosea Baker (Baker 1893, Häkkinen
2006c), Musa rubinea Häkkinen and Teo (2008), Musa
rubra Kurz (Kurz 1867, Hooker 1895, Häkkinen 2003a),
Musa sanguinea Hook. f. (Hooker 1872, Häkkinen 2007),
Musa siamensis Häkkinen and Wallace (2007) and M. zaifui
Häkkinen and Wang (2008).

Conclusions

The taxonomy of Musa, including M. sect. Callimusa and
M. sect. Rhodochlamys, has been very obscure throughout its
history despite several attempts of clarification. Much of the
diversity in the four Musa sections is found in the areas of
continental Asia that have been and continue to be difficult
and sometimes even dangerous to travel and work in. There
are still new Musaceae species awaiting description or
clarification observed in those areas by the present author.
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Häkkinen, M. 2007. Ornamental bananas: focus on Rhodochlamys.
� Chron. Horticult. 47: 7�12.
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