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Approach to the ecological culture of tropical
rainforest and its cause of formation
in Xishuangbanna Dai
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( Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, the Chinese Academy of Sciences, Mengla 666303, China )

Abstract; Located on the frontier of S. Yunnan of China, Xishuangbanna adjoins Burma, Laos, and is close to Viet-
nam, Thailand and Cambodia. Dai is the majority in Xishuangbanna and transnational inhabitation. There are multi-
ple expressed for traditional culture of Xishuangbanna Dai by experts in recent years. After comparing and analyzing,
however, the authors suggest that the attribution of traditional culture for Xishuangbanna Dai should be the Ecological
Culture of Tropical Rainforest or Rainforest Culture. The daily life, medical care, producing activities, literature and
art,and religious believe etc. of Dai are closely connected with the diversities of tropical rainforest of the region,inclu-
ding ecosystem diversity,ecological landscape diversity and species diversity, which are the bases of Rainforest Cul-
ture. Including polytheism and Buddhism, the religious believe is the core of Dai’s traditional culture and to make it to
a higher level. And the cultural interchanges inside and outside the region make the Rainforest Culture to gain more
development and continuous perfect.

Key words: Xishuangbanna Dai; ecological culture of tropical rainforest; cause of formation and development
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Fig. 1 Plant classification system of Xishuangbanna Dai
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