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Abstract: Hevea brasiliensis seed could germinate after dispersal and had a high germination percentage (62.7%).
The germination percentage increased with the decline of water content after the first period of slow desiccation
and two periods of rapid desiccation, after which the seed viability was reduced with the decline of water
content for both desiccation regimes. The lethal water content of H. brasiliensis seed was 40.3% and 48.9% for

rapid desiccation and slow desiccation respectively.
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Fig.1 Effects of desiccation on the water content of Hevea brasiliensis seeds
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Fig.2 Effects of desiccation on the germination percentage, coefficient of rate of germination, germination index and

vigor index of Hevea brasiliensis seeds
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Fig.3 The relationship between the germination percentage and the water content of Hevea brasiliensis seeds
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