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Seed desiccation-tolerance and its relationship to
seed types and developmental stages
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Abstract: The seed desiccation tolerance is integrative characteristic forming during the process of devel-
oping and an important criterion of determining seed storage characteristic- When seeds acquire the des—
iccation tolerance, their physiology, shape and structure change accordingly induding com posing of sug—
ars, protemns lipids, antioxidant defence systems and other protective substances. Any protective sub-—

stance does not function independently but cooperate with each other to modulate the desiccation toler—
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ance. The desiccation tolerance of various species seeds is different and alternate with the process of de—
veloping. There are two views about seeds’ tacquiring desiccation tolerance: one considers it is a quantita—
tive characteristic, the other considers a mutation characteristic. When seed bank collects and stores
plant seeds,they must collect seeds in time and drying reasonably to prolong storage life of seeds.
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